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Building Up a Verbal Cue - Diggy Diggy 
Most people use verbal cues in their handling systems, but not everyone is adding them with clarity for the dog. Susan 

demonstrates how she creates clarity for her dogs by teaching and growing the cue "Diggy Diggy" (180-270Q turn jump 

cue) from scratch, so you can use this model to train any cue with your dog. 

If you are playing with a youngster, evaluate the strength and capabilities of your puppy to decide whether to progress 

with the different stages of the game or wait until they are physically and mentally ready, and then progress at a pace 

that brings confidence to your dog. 

 Stage 1-Vito Game with Two Cones 

 Dogs of all ages can play, and this is a great game to start with your puppy, but don't let them associate one scenario 

 with one particular cue. We want them to be able to listen and differentiate many different cues with the same set up. 

• Start by brushing up your Vito's Thinking Game with your dog.

• Set up two cones close together with two targets or food bowls, and keep playing the game. Remember not to say

anything, just give permission for your dog to get the cookie when you drop it onto the target.

• Gradually move your targets and yourself further away from the cones, and eventually remove the targets.

• Keep your sessions short and end with a game of tug! Remember to film and record keep your sessions.
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